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NEC Collaborates with NZi3 for Research

WELLINGTON, 19 October 2011 - NEC New Zealand Ltd (“NEC New Zealand”) announces
today its collaboration for research as a Research Sponsor with the New Zealand ICT
Innovation Institute (NZi3) based at the University of Canterbury, the first of such an
engagement at this level for NZi3. Initial collaboration between the two institutes will focus
on energy and ecology solutions to help rebuild the City of Christchurch after the massive
earthquakes, as well as human interaction solutions such as biometrics and robotics.

NZi3 is a ‘hothouse’ of strategic ICT research and aims to be a globally-recognized
innovation centre that transforms ideas from the lab, across the innovation gap, into
industry. NEC New Zealand is the local subsidiary of NEC Corporation in New Zealand, with
offices in Wellington and Auckland to provide the latest technologies and total solutions to
the New Zealand market. This collaboration aims to unite world-class researchers and
research students from the University of Canterbury with industry experts from NEC, to co-
develop new and innovative technologies and solutions and transform these ideas into
relevant applications for the market.

As part of this collaboration, NEC New Zealand will provide a sponsorship of NZ$90,000
over three years, in addition to the equipment and other in-kind support worth more than
NZ$30,000 during the same period. This sponsorship also includes the funding of two full-
time postgraduate research students whose thesis research will be guided and supervised
by NEC and based in NZi3. Furthermore, NEC will promote and feature the collaborative
demonstrations with NZi3 at its Innovation Centre showroom.

Rod Carr, Vice Chancellor of the University of Canterbury says, “We are delighted to be
establishing this new partnership with NEC and NZi3. Innovation is at the forefront of our
practice as a University and building industry relationships such as this is vital to our future.”

Hamish House, Director of NZi3 says, “NZi3 is incredibly excited to be working with NEC in
this new and exhilarating partnership. By bringing together a multinational company with
over 100 years of expertise in technological innovation with the University’s world class
expertise in ICT research and academia, bright young and talented post-graduate students
are given the opportunity to work with one of the world best companies. Students and
researchers will be working side by side in collaboration to co-develop new and ground
breaking innovative technologies and solutions and transform these ideas into relevant
applications for the global market place. We look forward to the first three years of this
partnership delivering exciting new developments and value for NZi3, the University and
NEC.”

Leonard Dench, General Manager at NEC New Zealand says, “NEC New Zealand is thrilled to
work with NZi3, a leading ICT research institute in New Zealand and this collaboration is part
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of our corporate strategy to leverage our research and development capabilities. There are
abundant research opportunities that could be explored between the two institutes and we
hope to bring to market some of our new and exciting developments and technologies soon.”
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About NEC Corporation

NEC Corporation is a leader in the integration of IT and network technologies that benefit
businesses and people around the world. By providing a combination of products and
solutions that cross utilize the company’s experience and global resources, NEC's advanced
technologies meet the complex and ever-changing needs of its customers. NEC brings more
than 100 years of expertise in technological innovation to empower people, businesses and
society. For more information, visit NEC at http://www.nec.com .

About NEC New Zealand

Established in New Zealand since 1982, NEC New Zealand is a leading solutions and service
provider of IT and network, telecommunication and identity solutions. With innovation at
the heart of the organisation, NEC New Zealand’s commitment to quality, reliability and
value has seen it through more than 25 years of innovation in New Zealand. NEC’s state-of-
the-art technologies are backed by local technical expertise and are used in various creative
applications to enhance the lives of the people in New Zealand every day, from connecting
callers to sorting mail items, from providing timely updates via diverse digital signage
network to empowering law enforcement agencies with biometric technologies. For more
information, visit www.nec.co.nz.

NEC is a registered trademark of NEC Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Other product or service marks
mentioned herein are the trademarks of their respective owners. ©2011 NEC Corporation.

About NZi3

NZi3 is the New Zealand ICT Innovation Institute based at the University of Canterbury. The
Institute is a ‘hothouse’ of strategic ICT research and aims to be a globally-recognised
innovation centre that transforms ideas from the lab, across the innovation gap, into
industry.

As an entrepreneurially-focused, applied research institute, NZi3 offers a unique fusion of
the best of New Zealand’s ICT academic expertise with industry-driven research.

For more information, visit www.nzi3.com

About University of Canterbury

Established in 1873 by scholars of Oxford and Cambridge universities, the University of
Canterbury is a progressive, research-led globally connected university that draws on more
than a century of tradition. The University of Canterbury continues to develop a world-class
learning environment, where research, teaching and learning can take place in ways that
are inspirational and innovative. The University of Canterbury has been committed to
producing tomorrow's leaders for more than 130 years. Some of its distinguished alumni
include the Nobel Laureate, Ernest Rutherford; Helen Connon, the first woman to graduate
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with honours in the British Empire; and New Zealand Prime Minister, John Key. For more
information, visit www.canterbury.ac.nz.

Press Contact at NZi3: Press Contact at University of Canterbury:
Lisa-Marie Brooks Jacquie Walters

DDI : + 64 3 364 2965 DDI : + 64 27 503 0168

Email : LM.brooks@nzi3.com Email : Jacquie.walters@canterbury.ac.nz

Press Contact at NEC New Zealand:
Ms Liang Wells

DDI : + 64 4 381 6261

Email : liang.wells@nec.co.nz
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